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OD FARMING RIGHT LIVING CLEAR THINKING 


JOHN SKRYPITSKY FAMILY — MUNDARE 


JOSEPH SCHMALTZ FAMILY — BEISEKER 
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J. F. COLE FAMILY — CLIVE 


E. R. LEWIS FAMILY — STONY PLAIN 


The selection and recognition of five Master Farm 
Families in 1952 increases to nineteen the number 
of farm families in Alberta who have been thus 
honored since the program began in 1949. In 
receiving this honor these nineteen families have 
become the representatives of all farmers through- 
out the length and breadth of the Province. They 


have also assumed a responsibility to maintain the 
high standards of farming and rural life for which 


they were selected. 


The foundations of our national greatness have been well established by the 
first generations of the men and women who brought farming to this Province. 
Pride in these people increases as we study and appreciate their achievements, 
and rural affairs have been dignified by their words and deeds. 


The Master Farm Family program was initiated to discover and honor those 
families who have been instrumental in adding prestige and dignity to agri- 


culture and rural life. 


I deem it a privilege to express hearty congratulations on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of the Province of Alberta to the five families selected as the Master 
Farm Families for 1952 and to the larger number who were nominated for this 
honor by their neighbors. I hope that their accomplishments in Good Farming, 
Right Living and Clear Thinking will be an example that others will emulate 


in the vears to come. 
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THE EARTH IS THE MOST IMPORTANT LABOUR OF MAN. 


—DANIEL WEBSTER 
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CN re: fe FARMING has led to success for the 
J. F. Cole Master Farm Family of Clive. 


“Greencove Grain and Stock Farm, J. F. Cole 
and Sons”, reads the attractive sign at the farm's 
entrance. This is simple acknowledgment that Mr. 
Cole has taken his sons, Gerald, Ronald and Allan into 
partnership and is running his farm as a family 
business. 


Detailed planning puts the Cole farm on a sound 
basis. This program is based on a six-year rotation: 
breaking the land the first year, planting in grain the 
second and third years, putting in hay on fourth and 
fifth years, and pasture in the sixth. Since the section 
of land is broken up in 12 approximately equal parts, 
the Coles know what their fields will be producing 
in any future year. 


Since their ambition is centered around a herd of registered Herefords, 
which the boys will perpetuate, Greencove Farm has been laid out to suit the 
needs of cattle. There is permanent pasture and a centrally located waterhole 
which touches all fields and is surrounded by wooded slopes which provide 
splendid shelter for the animals. 


The boys are keenly interested in farming. Gerald is completing his fourth 
year of agricultural studies at the University of Alberta and operates the Cole’s 
other farm at Brownfield, near Coronation. Both Gerald, and his 18-year-old 
brother, Ronald, who went to the Olds School of Agriculture, have been keen 
members of 4-H Clubs. Both served on farm club executives and now assist 
4-H organizational work by addressing club rallies at Olds and Vermilion. 


Ronald was one of the members of the Alberta junior grain team which 
placed third in the 1951 National Judging Competitions at Toronto and Gerald 
was one of four Alberta youths who represented Alberta at the 1950 4-H 
Club Congress in Montana. Allan, 14, is president of the Clive Barley Club 

and the Clive Forage Club and intends to enroll at the Olds School of 
Agriculture. 


Mr. Cole is director of the local telephone association and secretary- 
treasurer of the Rural Electrification Association. Mrs. Cole has put previous 
experience as a bookkeeper to good use by keeping a very complete system 
of farm accounts and a complete inventory. Her eight-year-old daughter, 
Margaret, helps her around the home. 
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J HE LARGEST seed potato crops in the Province are harvested on the farm of E. R. Lewis, head of 
the Winterburn district's Master Farm Family for 1952. 


A BSc. graduate in Agriculture from the University of Alberta, Mr. Lewis purchased his ‘Green 
Acres” farm in 1932. It is a modern, well-planned farmstead, with a windbreak of poplars to the north, 
convenient buildings and a comfortable home. His keen interest in the land is shared by his wife 
and the children — Jack who is 20, 18-year-old Beth and 10-year-old Carol. 


Jack Lewis is Alberta's Plowing Champion. He won that honor in 1952, and previous to that, the 
1950-51 Alberta Plowing Championship in the 4-bottom class and the Clyde Gillies Memorial Trophy 
in 1951. A graduate of the Vermilion School of Agriculture, Jack is planning on an agriculture degree 
from the University of Alberta. 


Mr. Lewis and Jack specialize in growing certified seed potatoes and alfalfa hay. Their cropping 
program, interchanging potatoes and hay on each piece of land, maintains the fertility of the soil. 
A special combine is used for harvesting the potatoes which yield about 150 sacks to the acre. 


The Lewises are keenly interested in their com- 
munity and are responsible for many of the organiza- 
tions thriving in the district. Mr. Lewis is organizer of 
the Stony Plain T.B-Free Area and he was instrumental 
in introducing Tractor Rodeo Competitions to many 
of the agricultural events in the Province. He is 
active in all the district organizations, belongs to the 
Alberta Certified Potato Tuber Index Advisory Board 
and the Edmonton Rotary Club, is an elder of 
the Robertson United Church and a member of the 
Phi Kappa Pi Fraternity of the U. of A. Mrs. Lewis be- 
longs to the Winterburn Women’s Institute and the 
Robertson United Church Women’s Missionary Society 
in Edmonton. 


Beth, who plans a career as a nurse, is a member 
of the Spruce Grove Beef Club and has taken cham- 
pionship ribbons at beef and calf shows. The Win- 
terburn Girls’ Garden Club, Grain Clubs and Junior 
F.U.A. are also her list of activities. Both she and MR. AND MRS. E. R. LEWIS 
Carol are members of the Y.W.C.A. Swimming Class STONY PLAIN 
in Edmonton. 
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| EQUIPMENT FOR MRS. SCHMALTZ 
AND DAUGHTER 


MRS. LAMBERT ENJOYS 
HELP IN THE KITCHEN 


CONVENIENT COUNTERS FOR 
MRS. SKRYPTSKY 
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fies D. LAMBERT, head of the 1952 Master Farm Family for Northern Alberta, is an outstanding 
example of the pioneers who developed the Province. 

From a tiny homestead gouged from the wilderness in 1931, the Lambert Family has built a modern 
farm in the Manning district through proper cropping practices, co-operation with other pioneers of 
the district, and a genuine love for the northern area. Today, the Lamberts farm a section and a 
quarter of land 5!/, miles from Manning, and haul their grain to Grimshaw over the Mackenzie High- 
way. 

There are six children in the Lambert family .. . Helen, 17, 
who is taking her second year at Fairview School of 
Agriculture and Home Economics; Charlie, 15; Thelma, 14; 
Dorothy, 12; Gail, 10, and Ivan who is six. 

Mr. Lambert is vice-president of the Battle River Agricul- 
tural Society, director of the Manning Co-operative and a 
director in the local missionary church. Mrs. Lambert is a 
member of the agricultural society and takes an active part in 
local missionary work. 

Charlie has become a junior agricultural leader. Since 
junior clubs were organzed in their area in 1951, Charlie has 
taken top honours at the Battle River and North Peace Junior 
Beef Shows and the Manning Agricultural Fair, for the best 
baby beef and the best finished calf. Dorothy won the shield 
for the best exhibit of grain in the sheaf at the 1951 Manning 
Agricultural Fair, and in the 1952 junior section, 

The Lamberts have about 400 acres under cultivation. 
About 120 acres are usually in summerfallow, while at least 
80 acres are in legumes and grasses. Wheat is the main crop, 
while barley, alfalfa and oats are also grown. In addition, Mr. 
Lambert has 38 good quality Shorthorns of which six are 
purebreds. Other livestock includes Yorkshire hogs, horses, MR. AND MRS. JOHN LAMBERT 
chickens, ducks and turkeys. MANNING 

The Lambert farm in located beside a wide ravine which 
is utilized as a feeding lot for his stock. The Lambert home is 
a modern frame structure, serviced by electricity from their 
own 32-volt motor plant. Water, which is generally in short 
supply, is obtained by cutting river ice in the winter for storage 
in their ice house. 


FARMERS ARE THE FOUNDERS OF CIVILIZATION: 
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BEISEKER 


MRS. JOSEPH 


pyres of trees, standing like a green 
oasis on the rolling prairie south-east of Beiseker, mark 
the home of the J. H. Schmaltz Master Farm Family. 


J. H. “Joe” Schmaltz and his three sons are grain 
farmers who have kept an average of 480 acres in 
wheat over the past five years. Oats and barley also 
are grown in a family operation in which sons Norman, 
26, and Clarence, 25, share one-third of the net income. 


Mr. Schmaltz was born in North Dakota in 1893 
and moved to Alberta with his parents when he was 
13. years old. While taking business training in Cal- 
gary, his father’s failing health forced him to return to 
SCHMALTZ the farm, but the principles of good management 
learned during his business course have helped him 
to run his farm operation on an efficient basis. 


After working on a share basis with his father for a year, he married 
and settled on his present farm, made up of one-quarter section which his 
father gave him and another which his father sold. In that first year, Mr. 
Schmaltz planted his first trees, beginning the long-term planting program 
which has made his farm distinctive. 


Norman and Clarence Schmaltz, graduates of the Olds School of Agricul- 
ture, work steadily on the farm and a third son, Gregory, 19, joins in the farm 
duties when he is not attending the same school. Two other sons and a 
daughter are away from home. Stanley is a clerk with the City of Calgary 
Electric Light and Water Department and Leonard is a pilot with Trans-Canada 
Airlaines. One daughter, Mrs. G. Vanstone, lives at Winnipeg, while Lima, 
the second daughter, helps Mrs. Schmaltz at home. 


Mr. Schmaltz and his older sons are active members of the Beiseker Board 
of Trade and the Beiseker Lions Club. Mr. Schmaltz is a trustee of the Wheat- 
land School and holds memberships in many organizations including the 
Alberta Wheat Pool; the Calgary Chamber of Commerce; the United Farmers 
of Alberta; the Alberta Catholic Education Association; and the Beiseker 
Knights of Columbus. Mrs. Schmaltz is an enthusiastic community worker and 
a member of the Catholic Women’s League. 
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g N 1929, Mr. and Mrs. John Skrypitsky began life together with the somewhat doubtful assets of a 
quarter section of weed-infested land in the Royal Park district, Mundare, a two-room house, a par- 
tially finished barn, three cows, a light delivery truck and a $6,000.00 debt. 


They have made those assets pay off, resulting in a Master Farm Family Award for 1952. Work- 
ing as a team, they have raised three girls and two boys, expanded their land to a full section, 
improved crop yields and built a complete new farmstead. 


Of the Skrypitsky’s five children, the eldest is Vicky, 22, now married and living in Edmonton, 
while Walter, who is 20, works with his father on the farm. Both Vicky and Walter are graduates 
of the Vermilion School of Agriculture. Zonia, 17, Archie, 16 and Mary-Jane, six all are attending 
school at Mundare. 


As mixed farmers, the Skrypitskys grow Thatcher wheat, Victory oats and registered barley, part 
of which is sold as commercial seed. 1951 yields were 96 bushels of oats to the acre, 43 bushels of 
wheat and 66 of barley. These high yields were 
obtained by taking off five or six crops of different 
grains, then seeding the field to grass or leaving it to 
summerfallow. As for livestock, there are five pure- 
bred Hereford cows and 36 grade cattle, 60 Yorkshire 
hogs, 200 Light Sussex and Leghorn chickens and 
seven Percheron horses. 


Active in community organizations, Mr. Skrypitsky 
is president of the Mundare local of the United Grain 
Growers, vice-president of the F.U.A., organizer of the 
Royal Park Rural Electrification Association, director of 
the Co-op Store in Mundare, a member of the Hereford 
Breeders’ Association, the Mundare Seed Cleaning 
Association, the C.C.I.L. and the district school board. | 
He belongs to the Elks’ Club and the Catholic Church 
in Mundare. 


Mrs. Skrypitsky belongs to the Mundare Catholic MR. AND MRS. JOHN SKRYPITSKY 
Women's League, the F.W.U.A. and U.G.G. MUNDARE 
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IN THE SKRYPITSKY CORRAL 


A REMODELLED KITCHEN ASSISTS 
MRS. COLE 
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IN THE SCHMALTZ FIELDS 


MRS. LEWIS HAS A COMPACT 
WORK AREA 
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The Master Farm Family Program 
was initiated in Alberta on February 17, 
1949, 

It is a policy of the Alberta Govern- 
ment which seeks to select and honor farm 
families who have made an outstanding 
success of farming, home-making and 


citizenship. 
1949 
| G. DUSSEAULT FAMILY “26% 2 32 VIMY 
WJ: EDGAR FAMILY: ©: aa: cg Te INNISFAIL 
1. Ro JENSEN FAMILY) Ot Or ee. MAGRATH 
J. E. MELENKA FAMILY = WARWICK 
JOSEPH PAQUETTE FAMILY _____ DONNELLY 
1950 1951 
ROR CALL ORNS, AMIE Eta On eee J. W. HOSFORD FAMILY SOUTH EDMONTOD 
EMILE CAMMAERT FAMILY __ ROCKYFORD 
VICTOR WATSON FAMILY ______ AIRDRI 
C) J.. KALLAL FAMILY. 8...” TOFIELD 
FRED LABRECQUE FAMILY __ SPIRIT RIVER JOHN POROZNI FAMILY ______ WILLINGDO! 
E.S. PARSON FAMILY. BOYLE FLOYD GILKYSON FAMILY _____ LA GLACI 


ISSUED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 


HON. D. A. URE 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 


EDMONTON : Printed by A. SHNITKA, Queen’s Printer for Alberta, 1953 


SSS 


= 
Sa 


